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Taxpayers
could lose
under
assessment
changes,
county
warns
BY BRAD QUARIN
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE
TOWN & COUNTRY NEWS

Ratepayers in the County of Grande Prairie
may see their bills go up as much as 52 per
cent under the province’s plans to reform oiland-gas facility assessments, according to the
county.
County communications issued a statement
last week expressing concern over assessment
changes leading to lost revenue.
“We’re encouraging the province to go back
to the table and ﬁnd a solution that is manageable for both industries and municipalities,”
said county reeve Leanne Beaupre.
“They need to ﬁnd efﬁciencies and cost savings, but in the same breath, it shouldn’t be on
the backs of rural municipalities.”

Janice Scott and daughter Heather Tillapaugh came to the Beaverlodge farmers market Tuesday evening from Silk
Purse Acres, 10 kilometres west of Beaverlodge. The ladies brought their beets, carrots, jams and jellies, oils and
homemade birdhouses. The market is open Tuesdays 4 to 7:30 p.m. and Wednesdays 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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To maintain current services, residential
rates would have to increase between 15.6
and 52.2 per cent… alternatively, reduced
services and workforce reductions of
between 7.9 and 26.6 per cent would have
to be implemented, according to the county.
Grande Prairie MLA Tracy Allard said she
will meet with Beaupre and attend a meeting
with Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA)
northern members Friday to discuss the issue.
“This is a review being undertaken and no
decision has been made yet, so this is a timely
opportunity to engage if you’re concerned,”
Allard said.
“Hopefully we can ﬁnd a workable solution
for all parties.”
Beaupre noted many residents are already
struggling with the economic downturn caused
by the pandemic.
“If the assessment is only beneﬁcial to a
small number of industry members, and there’s
no guarantee that money will be re-invested
in Alberta, it’s hard for us to justify to our
ratepayers why we’re going to either have to
reduce services or increase taxes,” she said.
Rural municipalities collect revenue from
assessments of oil-and-gas facilities, wells,
pipelines and equipment.
Allard said an assessment review was “overdue” and one hasn’t been conducted since
Continued on Page 5
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Not in service: County Connector
Low ridership signals end of
the line for county bus service

BY BRAD QUARIN
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE
TOWN & COUNTRY NEWS

The County Connector is
officially out of service.
The bus service, rolled out
in December 2018, served
3,105 riders between the
City of Grande Prairie and
surrounding communities.
The program ceased operations in April due to low
ridership amid COVID-19
concerns, and county council
voted Monday to not resume
the service.
“Even prior to April our
ridership stats were very low,
and we were averaging 1.5
riders per trip,” said Kathleen
Turner, county Family and
Community Support Services
(FCSS) director.
“Fiscally, it was not
responsible to continue that
way.”
The project was launched
under the provincial Rural
Transportation Pilot Program,
with funding of $640,000 for

the two-year program set to
end in December.
The city supplied the bus
and drivers and the County
Connector travelled between
the city, Beaverlodge, Sexsmith, Wembley, Hythe and
Clairmont.
Turner said a county
survey showed “very few”
riders depended on the County Connector as their sole
means of transportation.
According to administration, since April there has
also been “minimal contact”
from residents expressing
concern about the County
Connector’s unavailability
or whether it would start up
again.
In July the FCSS advisory
committee discussed the
County Connector’s future.
The committee passed a
motion recommending to
county council that the County Connector not resume.
According to administration, suspending the County
Connector will require a

written notification to provincial transportation minister
Ric McIver.
Of the $640,000 grant,
Turner said the county has
claimed $400,000 and will
not receive the remaining
$240,000.
The county will forfeit
grant funding not spent to
date and there are no other
costs associated with cancellation.
Administration recommended county council
consider other uses for the
bus and not move to sell it
immediately.
The county purchased the
bus from the city using a
$276,000 GreenTrip grant
and $138,000 in county
funds, Turner said. A second
bus was leased from the city.
The drivers were city
employees and she said she
can’t comment on how the
suspension will affect them.
Turner said the county
will now explore alternative
transportation programs, such

The County Connector was launched in December 2018 and active
throughout 2019, before ceasing operations in April due to low ridership
amid COVID-19 concerns. Due to low usage, it will not be back, county
council decided Monday.

(File photo)

as rideshare programs similar
to those in other municipalities.
During Monday’s regular
meeting, county Coun. Peter
Harris’ motion to not resume
the program was carried.
At its regular meeting last
week, Sexsmith council also
voted to support the advisory
board’s recommendation to
cancel the service.
Naomi Robinson, Sexsmith FCSS co-ordinator,
said ridership “was very low
in all communities.”

Robinson said since April
she received no inquiries
from Sexsmith residents
about whether the service
would run again.
“It’s unfortunate this didn’t
work, as it would have been
useful to residents who didn’t
have access to vehicles or
don’t have driver’s licences,”
said Sexsmith Coun. Jonathan Siggelkow.
“But every time I saw that
bus it was empty or only
had one person on it, and it
wasn’t economically viable.”

Sexsmith Coun. Bruce
Black said while the suspension was unfortunate,
ultimately the public decided
whether the service would
work.
Siggelkow’s motion to
adopt the advisory committee’s recommendation was
carried unopposed.

Back to Monkman Pass

SUBSCRIBE. DONATE. ADVERTISE.
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And especially now. What’s happening
in our communities? What’s the
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Beaverlodge residents (l-r) Betty Gaudin, Cathrine Gabriel and Cecile
Dixson took a daytrip to Monkman Pass last week. For Cecile, 96, and
Betty, 87, the excursion marked their first trip back to the area in 10 to 15
years. The group tries to go on daytrips every year. With COVID-19 having
seniors particularly stir crazy, the ladies were glad to hit the road this year.

(Photo submitted)
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Beaverlodge FCSS pursuing grant
for restorative justice program

3

‘First-time offenders often need another chance,’ says Coun. Jones
BY AUSTIN PAYEUR
COMMUNITY NEWS
TOWN & COUNTRY NEWS

Beaverlodge Family and
Community Support Services
(FCSS) has applied for the
Alberta Community Restorative Justice Grant, hoping to
establish a new kind of crime
prevention program in the
west county.
“We’ve been pursuing this
since last fall,” says Sgt. Ash
Browne of the Beaverlodge
RCMP.
He said he thought the
Beaverlodge area was unique
enough to have its own
restorative justice program,
separate from Grande Prairie’s.
“We have a prominent
indigenous population,
(whose cultural practices) the
restorative justice program
is modelled after, and we’re
fairly removed from Grande
Prairie in distance, so we
decided that we should just
do it out here,” he said.

Sgt. Ash Browne
of the Beaverlodge
Detachment said
the program may
satisfy those who
have felt
dissatisfaction with
the mainstream
justice system.
In a restorative justice program, the focus is on having
the offender and the victim of
an offence meet face to face.
The program isn’t only for
young offenders, Browne
says.
“The co-ordinator looks at
the file and contacts both the
offender and the victim to
meet and have a discussion,”
says Browne.
“The offender tells their
side of the story and the victim tells their side, discussing
why the offence happened
and what they feel the outcome should be.
“The process is meant to
be a healing one, and not as

Beaverlodge Coun.
Gena Jones will serve
as a facilitator for the
restorative justice
program.
(File photo)
punitive as the regular justice
system.”
Browne says while
restorative justice can work
alongside the criminal justice
system, the program also
offers an alternative to the
system.
“If a youth vandalized
a senior’s flower bed, the
senior can take the offence to
restorative justice,” Browne
explains.
“The senior could say, ‘I
worked on those flower beds
for three years, and you came
and wrecked them, I want
you to come and help for two
days.’
“Then the youth could say,
‘I realize how much work
you have put into this flower
bed, and I will help you with
it.’
“There are agreements,
but there’s no judge, no jury,
and nobody puts any kind of
pressure on either party.”
All parties need to be willing to go through the process,
including any third parties
who the restorative justice
co-ordinator feels should be
included in the discussion.
“They may be a social
worker, a principal, a teacher

or even a nurse,” says
Browne.
“It depends on what the
offence was.”
Beaverlodge Coun. Gena
Jones will serve as the facilitator, hosting the meetings
between victim and offender.
Jones took a three-day intensive course on restorative
justice in December.
“We were very hopeful
at the time that the program
would be a possibility, and
now it’s finally coming to
fruition,” says Jones.
Jones says that the position
interested her due to her
former role as vice-principal
at Beaverlodge Elementary
School.
“I found that, when you
look at what a child or teen
or adult’s done, sometimes
the punishment doesn’t measure up,” says Jones.
“With first time offenders, often they need another
chance.”

Peace River-area
program serves as model
The program will be modelled after the Peace River
Region Restorative Justice
Association (PRRRJA),
which has served Peace River and surrounding communities since 2016.
“There was a desire
across the community for a
meaningful response toward
crime, to achieve justice
through ways that fall outside
the criminal justice system,”
says China Sieger, PRRRJA
program co-ordinator.
Sieger reports PRRRJA
has been a success for the
Peace River community
thanks in part to its partnership with the local RCMP
detachment.
“There’s an established
process in place for it there,
and they report the process works for them,” says
Browne.
Browne says for Beaverlodge in particular, the program may help satiate a local
dissatisfaction with Grande
Prairie’s justice system.
“With the RCMP’s consultation with partners over the

Enhancing the Spirit of Communities by Inspiring Individuals and Families to Thrive
FCSS is a partnership between provincial & municipal government to offer preventive social programs
Programs and Services:
HOME SUPPORT for families and individuals requiring assistance with routine home management due to accident, illness
or frailty. For more information call Coree Ladwig at 780-532-9727. Serving residents of the County, Beaverlodge, Hythe and
Wembley.
COMMUNITY SCHOOL LIAISON PROGRAM working with families and students in County schools who are experiencing difficulties at home or school. Please contact your school for more information.
PLAYSCHOOLS social educational programs for preschoolers in Bezanson, Clairmont, Elmworth, LaGlace, Teepee Creek
and Valhalla. For more information call 780-532-9727.
PARENT AND TOT PROGRAMS in Clairmont, Bezanson, Beaverlodge and Hythe. For more information call 780-5329727 for days and times.
CLAIRMONT COMMUNITY PROGRAM offering programs for all ages at the Wellington Resource Centre – contact
Tammy Wentzell at 780-567-2843 for more information.
BEAVERLODGE COMMUNITY PROGRAM offering programs for all ages at the Beaverlodge Neighborhood Resource
Centre - contact Trudy Hodges at 780-354-2204 for more information.
INFORMATION AND REFERRAL - We provide information on social service programs.
If you are aware of an ongoing social issue in your area that is affecting a lot of people,
please call our office to advise us and together we can work on a plan.

There was a desire across the community
for a meaningful response toward crime,
to achieve justice through ways that fall
outside the criminal justice system.
China Sieger
Peace River Region Restorative Justice Association
program co-ordinator

last year and a half, we’ve
found that there’s frustration
with the justice system,” says
Browne.
“At some point, court
takes place and the victim is
updated, but the community
doesn’t get any closure.
“The victim won’t get closure, or have the opportunity
to ask, ‘Why was I chosen?
Was I targeted?’”
Browne says community-based programs present an
opportunity for that closure.
“It also gives a chance
for the offender to say sorry
if they choose to, or even
explain their role in the
situation.”
The City of Grande Prairie
also has a restorative justice
program, through the Northern Lights Restorative Justice
Association.

Browne saus Grande
Prairie’s Northern Lights
program is also based off the
Peace River Region Restorative Justice Association.
“We found that Peace
River had this viable system
that was working very well,
and chose to model our own
program after that rather than
mirror the Grande Prairie
model,” he says.
Jones says FCSS has already applied for the Alberta
Community Restorative Justice Grant, which can provide
up to a maximum of $50,000
to communities interested
in establishing restorative
justice programs.
The exact amount Beaverlodge FCSS will receive
will be determined during the
application process.
While Jones says the program will be grant reliant, the

annual cost will depend on
how much support FCSS can
get from volunteers.
“At this time, I can’t even
make a wild guess,” says
Jones.
“The town is willing to
supply a room to hold the
meetings for free, but we’re
looking for someone to
administer the program and
take care of all the sort of
paperwork, and they’ll have
to be paid a wage.
“We’ll run it for one year,
and then we’ll definitely
know the cost.”
During the application
process, Jones and the
Beaverlodge FCSS collected
multiple letters of support
from communities that will
benefit, including the County
of Grande Prairie, Horse
Lake First Nation, Wembley and Beaverlodge. The
Beaverlodge Victim Services Unit also expressed its
support.
“I think it will be very
beneficial and successful,”
says Jones.
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Last stretch from La Glace north to Spirit River to be paved
BY BRAD QUARIN
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE
TOWN & COUNTRY NEWS

Those travelling between
the south and central Peace
will have a completely paved
road through the Saddle Hills
by the end of next year.
County of Grande Prairie
council approved up to $2
million Monday to pave
a 9.8-kilometre section of
Hwy. 724 north of La Glace
and to Saddle Hills County.
It represents the only unpaved portion of the roadway
(highways 724/677/731)
through to Spirit River, said
Ryan Konowalyk, Alberta
Transportation regional
director.
County council had
voted in June to negotiate
cost-sharing with the province. The province will provide 75 per cent of the costs,
or approximately $6 million,
according to a memorandum
of agreement between the
county and Alberta Transportation tabled to council
Monday.

The new pavement is outlined in circled area
in above graphic.
Dale Van Volkingburgh,
county public works director,
said in June the municipality
rebuilt Hwy. 724 in 1994
before transferring control of
the road to Alberta Transportation.
The county has long lobbied Alberta Transportation
to pave the highway, but the
Alberta government declined

due to low traffic counts,
according to administration.
Konowalyk told the News
in June the department
typically doesn’t consider
paving gravel highways unless there’s an average traffic
volume of more than 400
vehicles per day.
In 2016-17, the county
traffic count program showed

daily averages at different
points of Hwy. 724 at 175,
108 and 306 vehicles.
County Coun. Karen
Rosvold’s motion to fund
the project out of the surface
road rehabilitation reserve,
later paid back into the
reserve out of the 2023
divisional road budget, was
carried unopposed.
County confirms Hwy. 40
twinning costs
County council also approved $10 million in funding to twin Hwy. 40 south of
the city.
“Hwy. 40 has always
been a (safety) concern,”
said county reeve Leanne
Beaupre.
“We recognize that we
need to be a partner in the
investment as well as its success, to bring Alberta back to
prosperity,” Beaupre said.
“This is a partnership
between us and the province,
and we not only want the
province to succeed but also
industry.”
Industrial traffic is common on Hwy. 40 and also
makes up the bulk of Hwy.

Taxpayers could lose ...
Continued from front
around 2005.
According to the county, the UCP government
is exploring four different
assessment scenarios, each
leading to lost revenue for
rural municipalities.
To maintain current services, residential rates would
have to increase between
15.6 and 52.2 per cent under
the four scenarios.
Non-residential rates
would have to increase by
4.1 to 15.1 per cent, according to the county.
Beaupre said the county
assessment department calculated these numbers based
on revenues it has received in
past years.
Alternatively, reduced
services and workforce reductions of between 7.9 and
26.6 per cent would have to
be implemented, according to
the county.
Beaupre said drastic service reductions wouldn’t be
desirable, and council would
have to have “frank discussions” about which services
to cut.
“We’re not isolated from
the downturn in the economy, and we only have one
sustainable source of revenue
- taxes,” she said.
Amid the pandemic, the
county deferred tax penalties
until Oct. 31.
Beaupre said she was
“pleasantly surprised” many
county residents met the July
1 deadline anyway, but added
council still recognizes many
residents are struggling.
She added the new assessment didn’t account for
municipal road and bridge
investments that benefit
industry.
According to the county,
45 per cent of its annual budget is poured into roads and
related infrastructure.
On Monday county council
approved up to a combined
$12 million in funding
toward twinning Highway 40
and base paving Secondary
Highway 724.

Beaupre said she hopes the
provincial government will
recognize this as an example
of how the province supports
industry and industrial traffic.
She also cited the county’s support of the hospital
foundation and STARS
air ambulance, which also
benefit industry and weren’t
factored into the assessment
changes.
Allard said she wants more
information before backing
an assessment model and
plans to meet with industry
representatives as well as
RMA members.
The county wasn’t involved in consultations so far
between the provincial government and industry, with
rural municipalities instead
represented by RMA.
Beaupre said each municipality has its own unique
characteristics and also
expressed concern RMA was
shut out of some parts of the
discussion.
She said industry representatives cited privacy rights
regarding some property, so
neither RMA nor the Alberta
Urban Municipalities Association could be present during
some conversations.
Under the scenario most
preferred by industry, the

county would lose up to seven per cent of its revenue in
the first year with increased
losses every year after, according to RMA.
According to RMA,
the proposed assessment
scenarios don’t benefit small
and locally-owned energy
companies as much as the
larger ones, and some small
companies will also lose
revenue.
Beaupre said she is
optimistic the provincial
government will listen to
feedback, and that many
rural municipalities have
already raised their concerns
with their MLAs.
She said she has been
in contact with Grande
Prairie-Wapiti MLA Travis Toews and Central
Peace-Notley MLA Todd
Loewen, and both were
receptive.
She said neither MLA was
involved in the assessment
discussions and they weren’t
conducted by the finance
ministry, which Toews heads.
Allard said Municipal Affairs is in charge of the file.
The county is also encouraging residents with questions and concerns to contact
MLAs Toews and Allard
at grandeprairie.wapiti@

We Buy
DAMAGED GRAIN
Tough Grain
Feed Grain
Heated Canola & Grains

“ON FARM PICKUP”
780-532-6470
2x4

assembly.ab.ca and grandeprairie@assembly.ab.ca by
late August.
Allard said a handful of
constituents sent in emails
asking for more information by Monday and she is
expecting more given “potential cost impacts” to county
residents.

724 usership, given the forestry and gas plant activities
in the area, she said.
The county and Municipal
District of Greenview entered
into a cost-sharing agreement
with the Alberta government
this year to twin Hwy. 40.
The governments announced the agreement in
February for the twinning of
19 kilometres between the
city and the Norbord Wood
Panel Plant area that could
cost $100 - $120 million.
Greenview council agreed
to provide up to 50 per cent
of the twinning costs, or a
maximum $60 million, with
county council voting in

February to cover some of
Greenview’s share.
County administration
recommended the county
contribute $10 million toward the project.
Administration also
recommended $3.33 million
be taken out of the county’s
surface road rehabilitation
reserve every year from 2021
to 2023 to cover the cost.
During Monday’s regular
meeting, county Coun. Bob
Marshall’s motion to make
the contribution was carried
unopposed.
Beaupre said the provincial
government will set the timelines for both projects.

WANTED
DEAD OR ALIVE

Canadian Prairie Pickers
are once again touring the area!

Paying Cash For Coin Collections,
Silver & Gold Coins,
Royal Can. Mint Sets.
Also Buying Gold Jewelry

$

$ $

We purchase rolls, bags
or boxes of silver coins

$

$ $

PAYING HIGHEST PRICES
To arrange a free, discrete in-home visit

call Kellie at 778-257-8647
Bonded since 1967




We recently wrapped up the spring/
summer session at the Alberta Legislature.
It has been the most productive legislative
body in Canada by a large margin as we
introduced and passed more bills in 2020
than anywhere else in Canada.
The COVID-19 pandemic and the
unprecedented economic collapse
disrupted the normal legislative session,
but we were still able to deliver on 93
more platform commitments while taking
concrete measures to save lives and
livelihoods. This means we have already
kept 255 of 375 promises to Albertans,
representing 68 per cent of platform
commitments despite being elected just
over a year ago. Alberta’s MLAs returned
to the chamber earlier than any other
sitting jurisdiction in Canada and our
Legislature met more times than any
other legislature in Canada, including the
federal Parliament.
I was proud to support the passing
of many important bills like Bill 32,
the Act to Restore Balance in Alberta’s
Workplaces. This was one of our key
platform commitments to protect workers
from being forced to fund political
parties and causes without explicit opt-in
approval.
Bill 30, the Health Statutes Amendment
Act strengthens the Health Quality
Council of Alberta so it can drive
health-system improvement and create
positive change for patients and families.
Albertans pay for the best and deserve
the best, yet we’re not getting it. This
legislation is about ensuring we have a
sustainable and high-quality health system
for generations of Albertans to come.
Alberta has an increasingly expensive
health-care system that does not result in
better services for Albertans, which can be

improved upon
by embracing
change and
innovation
in our health
system.
As part
of Alberta’s
Economic
Recovery Plan,
I am pleased to share that municipalities
province-wide will receive signiﬁcant
investments to help to fund shovel-ready
projects and build core infrastructure
that will get Albertans working. This
funding will also support municipal and
public transit operating costs and create
thousands of good-paying jobs now while
strengthening infrastructure that supports
private sector investment and growth.
I am also pleased to announce that
amendments made to the Meat Inspection
Regulation will cut red tape and provide
consumers with greater access to locally
produced meat while maintaining
Alberta’s high level of food safety. These
changes come as a result of consultation
with industry and other stakeholders
and include: Increased licensing options
for personal use slaughter, allowing
provincially licensed meat facilities
to salvage and sell meat by-products,
and allowing for video pre-slaughter
inspections in emergency situations.
These amendments give operators more
ﬂexibility to meet legislated requirements
and increase consumer access to highquality local products
While this has been a challenging
session in the Legislature, I am grateful
to be working alongside principled,
tenacious colleagues and working for
such an engaged and vibrant constituency.

      

6

Town & Country News, Serving the County of Grande Prairie, August 13, 2020

Beaverlodge home, business owners would have
to display addresses under proposed bylaw
BY BRAD QUARIN
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE
TOWN & COUNTRY NEWS

Some Beaverlodge residents may see
their home addresses change and all
would have to display their addresses
under a proposed bylaw.
Council gave ﬁrst reading to a building numbering bylaw during its regular
meeting last week, with two more needed before passage.
“Some people don’t have (address
numbers) on their homes, and over
the years there have been a numbering
problems that make our addresses very
confusing,” said mayor Gary Rycroft.
There are some duplicate addresses
and houses facing one street when the
subdivision plan shows it should be fac-

ing another, so the house has an incorrect
number, he said.
This creates problems for people from
out of town trying to locate an address.
More seriously, Rycroft said ﬁre and
emergency services may have difﬁculties
ﬁnding homes when they are needed.
Administration is looking into correcting some of these numbers, he said.
Rycroft said property owners would be
responsible for displaying their addresses, and it would be at their own expense.
“It is your responsibility as a homeowner or landowner to do that,” he said.
Section one of the proposed bylaw
states every property owner must display
the address number, with failure to do so
leading to a two-week warning before a
$50 ﬁne.
According to section four, the ﬁne
would be levied through a municipal

tag, a kind of ticket introduced this year
where all ticket revenue goes to the town
and none to the province.
Under section three, anyone with a
development permit to construct a new
building must display the address “immediately upon completion.”
Section ﬁve states the numbers must
be 10.2 centimetres high and “clearly
visible from the front street.”
Rycroft said property owners can buy
numbers for address displays at hardware stores, or they can put up painted
signs.
It will be up to administration to
decide how long property owners have
to display their addresses if they don’t
already, he said.
Alternatively, he said a deadline may
be included in a later version of the
proposed bylaw.

Online photo contest will support local farmers markets
BY AUSTIN PAYEUR
COMMUNITY NEWS
TOWN & COUNTRY NEWS

While the third annual Alberta Local Food Week won’t have
the chili cook-offs, cooking contests or live music of last year, the
Alberta Farmers Market Association (AFMA) will host an online
contest.
“We still wanted to celebrate, and we decided that an online
contest was the way to go,” says Christie Fleck, AFMA business
manager.
Albertans can enter for a cash prize of up to $100.
To participate, anyone can shop at any farmers market approved
by AFMA. The AFMA website recognizes both the Sexsmith and
Beaverlodge farmers markets.
Contestants then make a dish from their purchased goods and
post pictures of that dish to Instagram and Facebook, tagging the
producers and the market that made it possible.
“Tag the market, tag the vendor, and tag AFMA,” says Fleck.
“Use the hashtag #ablocalfood.”
Entries will be accepted until Aug. 16, with a winner announced
the next day.
The second-place winner will receive $50, and the third-place
contestant will receive $25.
Fleck says judges will be looking for posts with the greatest
number of vendors and producers tagged.

“We’d love for people to highlight as many vendors as possible,” says Fleck.
The more vendors tagged, the better the chances to win.
The ﬁrst annual Alberta Local Food Week was a smaller celebration, due in part to AFMA having less time to prepare than in
the next year.
The Alberta government designated Aug. 12 to 19 Alberta Local
Food Week in 2018 under the Supporting Local Food Sector Act,
which passed in the legislature May 30.
The second annual Alberta Local Food Week was much bigger,
with many live events across the province.
When it was clear that the third annual event would have to be
much different, it was decided the celebration was still important
enough to continue.
Fleck says Alberta Local Food Week is a way for the community to celebrate Alberta’s producers, but also a means to raise
awareness of those producers.
“With the current situation, Albertans have learned a lot that
buying locally is more important than ever before,” says Fleck.
Fleck says AFMA has already received a great response to the
online contest, thanks in part to how accessible it is.
Fleck looks forward to going back to tradition in the future.
“We do love our in-person events, and we plan on returning to
them when we can, but we might do a combination of both,” says
Fleck.

Being part of GPRRC is ‘wonderful,’
says rec co-ordinator
BY AUSTIN PAYEUR
COMMUNITY NEWS
TOWN & COUNTRY NEWS

Krista Schuett will continue as Grande Prairie regional recreation co-ordinator under contracts renewed by four South Peace
municipalities, with three others to also consider renewing.
The co-ordinator works with the Grande Prairie Regional
Recreation Committee (GPRRC), established in 2017 for the
planning and development of recreation opportunities in Beaverlodge, Sexsmith, Hythe, Wembley, Greenview, and the city and
county of Grande Prairie.
“We’ve worked very hard to develop a regional platform,”
says Schuett.
“We’re the ﬁrst region in the province to conduct this kind of
work, and we’re serving as the model for other regions across
the province.
“To be able to continue this kind of work would be wonderful.”
As regional recreational co-ordinator, Schuett describes
herself as the “hub” between the committee and its administrative working group. They run needs assessments throughout the
region and are responsible for working through the actionable
items of the group.
“Essentially the committee is a group of elected ofﬁcials from
each municipality that meets as a whole once a quarter,” Schuett
explains.
“Each municipality approved one, sometimes two people
to serve as the administrative working group, and we meet
monthly.
“We seek direction from the elected group, and the administrative working group will complete the work and report back to
the group at large.”

Among the many successes of GPRRC include the development of a regional ice managers contact list following the 2019
closure of the Clairmont arena, helping displaced ice users ﬁnd
alternative venues within the region.
GPRRC has also developed grant opportunities for local
groups through the project application page on the GPRRC
website, pointing groups to provincial and federal funding.
“It’s all collaboration; there’s nothing in particular that I can
take credit for,” says Schuett.
“Probably what I enjoy the most is seeing our region work
together in such a wonderful collaborative fashion. Being part of
that is wonderful.”
Each of the seven municipalities provides a share of Schuett’s
annual salary based on a population and assessment model.
In 2021, those shares will shape up to be $1,681 from
Sexsmith, $1,572 from Beaverlodge, $1,007 from Wembley,
$500 from Hythe, $23,707 from the County of Grande Prairie,
$45,737 from the city and $1,796 from Greenview.
On Aug. 4, the Beaverlodge and Sexsmith councils both
renewed her contract through 2021; Wembley and the county
also renewed.
Hythe and Greenview are expected to review her contract the
following week, and the city on Aug. 20.
Schuett that the opportunity to work with such a blank canvas
as the newly formed GPRRC has been one of the greatest parts
of the job.
“Coming from a technology background, being able to create
a virtual platform for everyone to access and being able to help
with the sharing of information has been extremely rewarding,”
says Schuett.
“I appreciate the opportunity, and I am 100 per cent grateful
to the municipalities who have agreed to allow me to continue
my role in the committee through 2021.”

To compete, shop at the Sexsmith or
Beaverlodge farmers market, make a dish from
your purchased goods and post pictures online,
tagging the producers and the market that made
it possible. Here, the Flare family picked up a
bucket of strawberries at the Sexsmith market
recently - and one of them just couldn’t wait to
dig in.

(Photo by Austin Payeur)

What happens when you don’t advertise?

Very little.

News Media Canada
Médias d’Info Canada
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Beaverlodge council renews
community improvement program
BY BRAD QUARIN
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE
TOWN & COUNTRY NEWS

A long-standing program
to encourage developments
in older parts of Beaverlodge
and improve neighbourhood
esthetics will be continued
until at least the end of 2022.
Council voted to renew the
Community Improvement
and Consolidation (CIC)
program during its regular
meeting last week.
“This policy keeps our
downturn and older part
of town more viable,” said
mayor Gary Rycroft.
“We have older lots where
the water and sewer were put
in in the late ‘50s, and the
streets are old and the houses
are getting very old, so to get
people interested in re-developing we have incentives.
“With the houses that have
come down or about to come

down, the CIC incentive
helps to renew older buildings.”
If an applicant tears down
a house and builds a new
one, municipal taxes are
waived for three years, he
said.
If the lot is already vacant,
the tax rebate lasts two years,
he added.
The program has been
in place for 15 years and is
unchanged from the past
several years, Rycroft said.
He said CIC tax rebates
are invoked a few times per
year, including twice so far
in 2020 for a new residence
on 3rd Ave. and one on 6th
Ave.
Rycroft said a full rebate
for three years doesn’t have
much financial impact on the
town because it receives only
minimal tax revenue from
vacant lots anyway.

CIC also applies to
commercial properties under
clause three.
Although it happened
before CIC was introduced,
Rycroft cited the Macleods
hardware store as an example of a commercial building
built with tax rebate support
following the 2001 main
street fire.
According to clause two
of the policy, an improvement will qualify for a
rebate if it is assessed at
$100,000 for a single-family
dwelling or $80,000 per unit
for a duplex.
Triplex or quadruplex
structures will qualify if
assessed at $60,000 per unit
and multi-family projects
with more than four units
will qualify if assessed at
$50,000 per unit.

TLC for main street
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Sexsmith Football Club
prepares for season,
whenever it’ll start
BY AUSTIN PAYEUR
COMMUNITY NEWS
TOWN & COUNTRY NEWS

The Sexsmith Shamrocks
football team is accepting
registration for a slightly
unusual bantam season.
Most sports have been
allowed in Alberta since the
second stage of relaunch,
provided they are played
outdoors in “mini-leagues,”
with only 50 participants
per game, including players,
coaches, and referees.
However, Football Alberta
has mandated all football
teams practise skill development, with no games until
the third stage of relaunch.
“It’s something we all
have to follow, from Peace
River to all the teams in
Grande Prairie,” says Lianne
LaValley, Sexsmith Football
Club president.

The Shamrocks competed for the Horner Cup last year.
(File photo)

The logic behind the decision is that with games, players find themselves travelling
across the region from Peace
River to High Prairie.
“Especially when you consider that it’s contact football,
the chance of transmitting the
virus under these conditions
is high,” she says
For now, the Sexsmith
Football Club wants to keep

Main street Beaverlodge from Highway 43 to 5th Ave. was closed for part of last Tuesday while Beaverlodge public works was busy repairing
the road with some much-needed hot asphalt. Public works also recently filled the potholes around town, which should make for a smoother
drive over the remainder of the summer and fall.
(Photo by Brad Quarin)

kids prepared for whenever
the bantam football league
starts.
“We have a very short nice
season for football in northern Alberta, and we have to
be ready to move into that
very quickly,” she says.
While waiting for the third
stage of relaunch, LaValley
notes bantam teams can develop a cohort group during
practice.
West County Lightning
Football posted a statement
on social media that the
Wembley bantam team is
also holding practices.
But more than practice,
LaValley hopes getting kids
out into the field will help
them feel everything is as
normal as possible, despite
the unusual circumstances.
The Sexsmith Football
Club will accept registration
for the bantam league season
until the beginning of school
LaValley says there has already been a healthy amount
of interest in registration.
Spectators will not be
permitted at the practices,
including parents.
While the Shamrocks had
planned on having their first
practice on Aug. 17, Peace
Country Football League
president Mark Owens has
recently suggested pushing
the bantam league season to
Sept. 1.
“It’s in discussion,” says
LaValley.

Changing of the guard at Peace Library System
BY BRAD QUARIN
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE
TOWN & COUNTRY NEWS

Peace Library System
(PLS) will have new leadership beginning Sept. 1.
Louisa Robison will be
PLS chief executive officer
(CEO), succeeding Linda
Duplessis who is retiring
after 19 years as director and
CEO.
Robison said she views
library systems as an important asset for their communities.
“Library systems and
libraries themselves connect people with not only
their communities but other
communities, and just about
everything they want to
know, learn, read or watch,”
she said.
“Libraries are innovative
and have always been on the

cutting edge of providing
information, resources and
entertainment.”
Robison said she hopes to
increase PLS’ digital resources, including by improving
Internet connections at rural
library locations.
She grew up in Grande
Prairie and worked at Grande
Prairie Public Library as a
page during her high school
years.
As a page, she shelved
books and mended damaged
books.
PLS was newly created in
1986, and Robison said she
recalls gramophone records
being sent between locations
as the library system took
off.
She left the area after
graduating from high school
in 1987.
Her resumé includes being
head librarian of Alberta

government library services
at the old 7th St. Plaza Edmonton location, where she
handled staffing and budgeting in the late 2000s.
She said government
library sites were reduced
from four to one in the early
2010s, and she moved on to
other roles.
At around this time, the
government was launching
its open information portal in
which all publicly available
documents and most data are
stored, she said.
As team lead for open
information, Robison said
she helped catalogue many of
the documents so anyone can
access them at open.alberta.
ca.
Moreover, she said she
corresponded with various
government departments
about getting their documents
ready for the portal and

planned for how the website
would look.
The open data portal
launched in May 2013.
Until last week, Robison was the head librarian
for Service Alberta’s open
information and information
management.
With her children grown
and gone, she looked for
something new where her
experience with library and
government may be an asset.
As a library system CEO,
she will interact with municipal, provincial and occasionally federal leaders, she said.
“I’d gone as far as I could
go in the government libraries,” Robison said.
“Going back home to
Grande Prairie is always a
good thing, too.”
She said she’s looking forward to the Peace country’s

long summer days, though
she missed them for 2020.
As well, she said she’s
interested to see how the trail
system has developed since
she left in the 1980s.
Outgoing director Linda Duplessis’ tenure was
marked by PLS’ growth in its
service area, from representing 21 municipalities to 39.
Duplessis also oversaw the
transition from the card catalogue system to automation,
according to PLS.
PLS brought Grande
Cache Municipal Library
into the fold in 2019, after its
town merged into the Municipal District of Greenview.
The pandemic presented a
new challenge to PLS, and
Duplessis told the News in
June the library system met
it by increasing expenditures
on digital resources.

Louisa Robison will be
the new Peace Library
System CEO beginning
Sept. 1.
(Photo submitted)
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Out & about
The Clairmont Agricultural Society
held an indoor garage sale from last
weekend at the Clairmont
Community Centre, with proceeds
from table bookings going
to renovations for the centre.
The Grinder family checked out
some board games ideal for family
game nights.
(Photo by Austin Payeur)

It’s tee time!
The mini golf course at the Heritage Park
campground in Sexsmith opened at the end
of June, giving Stan and Donna Porritt a chance
to spend a sunny Sunday putting around.
The town re-opened the course requesting users
continue to practise social distancing.
(Photo by Austin Payeur)

County building walking trail in Valhalla Centre
BY BRAD QUARIN
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE
TOWN & COUNTRY NEWS

County of Grande Prairie
administration will explore
adding fencing to complete
the new Valhalla Centre trail
near highways 59 and 723,
up to Viking Centre.
The county already put in
the gravel for the trail last
fall, at the request of Valhalla
Centre’s Communities in
Bloom (CiB) group.
“We have seniors who
want to walk, but not on the
highway,” said Dave Harder,
Valhalla CiB president.
“It’s also for the kids and
for everybody.”
Harder sent a letter to the
county requesting a paved
trail in spring 2017.
He told Town & Country
News the group had safety
concerns about pedestrians
moving along the roads,
saying both highways 59 and
723 see a lot of big-truck
traffic.
The pedestrians include
students of Valhalla Community School who walk to the
arena for skating, he said.

The County of Grande Prairie built a 0.1 km gravel path
through Valhalla Centre and leading up to Viking Centre
and is now looking at adding fencing to complete
the project.

Harder explained the
matter is of interest to the
local CiB group because the
organization is about more
than plants and flowers.
He said CiB asks the question, “What are you doing
as a community to improve
your community, in every
aspect?”
Valhalla Centre has
competed in national CiB
contests, and in 2019 received a five-bloom bronze

rating and a special mention
for community partnerships
in the Up to 2,500 population
category.
Harder said he has spoken
to visiting CiB judges who
confirmed a walking trail
would be a plus in Valhalla’s
favour.
In June 2017 county council approved the construction
of a 0.1-kilometre gravel
path, employing $25,000

from the county’s municipal
reserve.
The county had to buy a
strip of land from a buffalo
farmer to build the trail,
Harder said.
The purchase and surveying cost more than expected
at $20,885, with the internal
labour costs bringing total
expenses to $27,080, said
Christine Rawlins, county
parks and recreation manager.

County public works supervised the trail’s construction, which wrapped up in
late fall 2019, according to
administration.
Harder said the proposed
addition of fencing by the
trail is a county initiative, not
requested by Communities in
Bloom.
Council discussed the
addition during its regular
meeting Monday.

The fencing would hold
back the nearby bison and
improve trail safety, Rawlins
said.
County staff received
quotes of $2,500 and between $4,400 and $4,800
from two vendors.
Administration recommended council accept the
$2,500 bid for a barb wire
fence, paying the amount
out of the municipal reserve,
Rawlins said.
County Coun. Daryl Beeston expressed concern about
having barb wire in a hamlet
and the risk of someone
falling into it.
Coun. Ross Sutherland’s
motion to consult with the
nearby landowner about the
type of fencing required was
carried.
Although the trail is currently unpaved, Harder said
he is very happy with the
trail so far.
It hasn’t seen much use
because of the pandemic,
but he said he expects it will
be frequently utilized once
COVID-19 passes.
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Beaverlodge administers St. Mary School janitorial services, will review
early April; the 2020 budget
forecasted $500 for 2020.
Mayor Gary Rycroft told
the News last week the St.
Mary facility is so new that
the town opted not to set
high expectations for revenues there.
The $2,662 in 2020 rental
revenue came from sports

BY BRAD QUARIN
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE
TOWN & COUNTRY NEWS

The Town of Beaverlodge’s four-year partnership with Grande Prairie &
District Catholic Schools
(GPDCS) to establish a
commercial kitchen and
gym for rental space at St.
Mary School has included
the town administering janitorial services at the school
for the past year.
Tina Letendre, Beaverlodge acting chief administrative officer (CAO), said
the town-supplied janitor
cleans the school throughout the year and the town
then invoices GPDCS for
services rendered.
“They also pay us an administrative fee, so we have
no money coming out of our
pockets,” Letendre said.
The administrative fee
is 11 per cent, she said.
With the janitorial services
costing $72,800 annually,
the administrative fee of approximately $8,000 brings
the contract to $80,000.
Letendre said the janitorial
contract will be reviewed in
the upcoming weeks.
The contract covers
janitorial services following
school use, but not after the
town rents out the facility
for private functions, Letendre added. After rentals, the
town pays for the service at
$35 per hour.
The partnership between
the town and GPDCS
began with an agreement in
October 2016 to establish
a commercial kitchen and
gym at the new St. Mary
School that could be used
for public events.
The town entered into
the agreement so that the
new gym could be used for
large public events. The
agreement would allow for
gatherings larger than the
current community hall
would allow, with the gym
holding 400 and the community centre 225, Letendre
said.
The kitchen and gym at
the school cost the town
$239,382, then-CAO Karen
Gariepy told the News last
year.
The town’s recreation
department is responsible
for renting out the space
and collecting rental fees,
Letendre said.
For the first three years,
she said GPDCS had its
own contract for a janitorial
service following regular
school usage.
Letendre explained
GPDCS was looking for a
new contracted janitorial
service and asked the town
who they used, leading to
the arrangement. The town
contracts the locally based
DeClerk company for its
facilities.
She said the town agreed
last September to supply a
janitor for the whole school
every day, since it already
contracts janitors to clean
town buildings. Letendre

activities such as volleyball
and pickleball games, with
Letendre saying fitness
group fees are $50 per hour.
She said when weddings
and dances start up, she
expects rental revenue will
balance out the town’s
janitorial expenses.
Letendre said the town

and GPDCS will negotiate
the janitorial contract for
next year and she will contact the school board within
the next couple weeks.
It’s uncertain at this time
if the agreement will go
forward.
“We were just testing this
out,” she said.

South Peace Rural Community Learning (SPRCL)

FAMILY LITERACY COORDINATOR
(Part-time)

Office located at the Hythe Community Centre, 10108-4 Avenue

FAMILY LITERACY COORDINATOR: Manage Family Literacy Programs
in County of GP
said previous to September’s agreement, there had
been no rentals for private
functions to clean up after,
and last year the town and
GPDCS were still negotiating responsibility for cleaning after private functions.
The town-supplied service
also looks after St. Mary
School grounds, including
snow removal and grass
mowing, included in the
$80,000 contract, Letendre
said.

The current town variance
report has St. Mary’s janitorial expenses at $37,100 to
date, with $80,000 budgeted
for the year.
St. Mary kitchen expenses
were $600, all in February for exhaust cleaning,
Letendre said. The kitchen
had no expenses since then
with inactivity during the
pandemic, she added.
St. Mary School gym
and kitchen rentals brought
in $2,662 from January to

- Approximately 20 hrs. per week Sept 1 – June 30. Work independently and
within a team. Possibility to work from home
- Flexible hours with occasional evenings and weekend work required
- Approx.10 hours per month required during July & August
- Must have own vehicle and valid driver’s license and be prepared to travel

Qualifications:

-Strong Motivational, Organizational & Communication Skills
-Computer skills including Word, Excel, Internet, Facebook
& Email and Grade 12 required.
-Experience Coordinating & Facilitating Learning Programs desirable

Duties:

-Recruiting, training, recognizing, and supervising paid facilitators
and volunteer
-Preparation of reports for Alberta Advanced Education and SPRCL Board
-Record management including data entry, statistics and maintain records
- Monitor courses and facilitators and provide recognition activities
-Promotion of SPRCL and all its programs

DEADLINE TO APPLY: AUGUST 20TH, 2020
Submit applications to learning@sprcl.ca or
Mail to SPRCL Box 120, Hythe, AB T0H 2C0 Attn: Patricia Fair
Only those being considered for an interview will be contacted

Notice
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Grande Prairie No. 1

3 col x 5.5 in
Career ad
Aug. 6, 13
$173.25

2020 REGULAR
COUNCIL MEETINGS:

August 10
August 24
AT 10 A.M.

Town of Sexsmith

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
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MEETINGS AVAILABLE ELECTRONICALLY
THROUGH COUNTY OF GRANDE PRAIRIE
WEBSITE: WWW.COUNTYGP.AB.CA

August 20
AT 10 A.M.

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF HYTHE
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT
Take notice that the following permit(s) for the proposed use(s) listed
below has been issued in accordance with the Village of Hythe Land
Use Bylaw #470:
DP-10-20:

Lot 19, Block 17, Plan 6718MC
10215-104 Street

Use of Property: Residential
Applicant:

A copy of the proposed Bylaw may be inspected by the public at the Town Office during normal
business hours or on the website at www.sexsmith.ca under the tab Government-Town of
Sexsmith Bylaws-Land Use Bylaw & Amendments.

John Lett
Hythe, AB T0H 2C0

Project involves building an detached garage.
The above noted permit(s) shall not be valid until after a lapse of twentyone (21) days from the date of this notice. Further information may be
obtained from the undersigned.
A copy

A public hearing will be held Via Zoom on Monday August 17, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. Any person
wishing to appear before Council may join the Zoom hearing and have their submission heard.
AWritten
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NOTE: Appeal against this decision: The Land Use Bylaw provides for
Dated this 6 day of August,
2020. Bylaws-Land Use Bylaw & Amendments.
Government-Town
Sexsmith
an appeal under certain circumstances by any person affected by aSexsmith Bylaws-Land
UseofBylaw
& Amendments.

decision of the Development Officer. An appeal shall contain a
Rachel Wueschner
statement of the grounds of appeal and shall be delivered either
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August
2020
Chief Administrative
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personally or by registered mail on the prescribed form so as to reach
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202017,
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T0H 2C0 within twenty-one (21) days following the date of this notice.
Leona Hanson
Development Officer
Village of Hythe
Box 219, Hythe, AB

Date of this notice: August 13, 2020

2 col x 4.8 in

hearing andmay
havebe
their
submission
heard.
Written
submissions
may
be submitted to
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Dated this 6th day of August, 2020.
Dated this 13th day of August, 2020.
Rachel Wueschner
Rachel Wueschner, Chief Administrative OfficerChief Administrative Officer
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Cougar kills calf, cowhand will receive compensation
BY AUSTIN PAYEUR
COMMUNITY NEWS
TOWN & COUNTRY NEWS

A cougar attacked a 180-kilogram calf on a pasture approximately 15 kilometres east of
Clairmont last Thursday.
Owner Pat Meurs says while
she’s unsure when the attack
happened, a guest in the household heard a cow calling for
her calf at around 4 a.m. that
morning.
“That morning I went out and
checked, and found a dead calf
in the middle of the pasture,”
says Pat.
The small herd of cattle on the
pasture is one of two belonging
to her son Steven, who keeps his
other herd in Teepee Creek.
“It looked like the calf had
just gone down, with its legs
underneath it,” says Pat.
“I wasn’t sure if it was lightning - we’d had some storms
last week - so I sent a picture to
Steven.”
Steven says he noticed several
large wounds on the calf’s neck
and back in the picture.
“Something didn’t look right,”
says Steven.

One calf was killed east of Clairmont last Thursday by a cougar. Fish and Wildlife set a trap
but the cougar was never caught, indicating the animal had moved on.

(Wikimedia Commons)

“My one friend suggested
that it looked like how a cougar
would kill its prey, so I called
Fish and Wildlife right away.”
A Fish and Wildlife officer arrived on the farm and confirmed

a cougar made the kill.
“The canine marks were three
inches apart,” says Pat.
“From that they said it was
probably a big tom cougar.”

The officer set a trap on the
farm for the cougar Thursday
and said that if there was no
activity for 48 hours, the animal
had probably moved on.

By Sunday morning, the trap
had been removed.
Steven has been keeping cattle
for four years, and this attack
marks the first time one of his
cattle has been attacked by a
cougar.
Despite this, Steven says that
he’s not too concerned about
future attacks.
“This is just one of those
things that’s out of our control,”
says Steven.
“If it was happening all the
time we’d reconsider, but with
one attack we’ll just move on.”
Pat says she’s just happy that
the cougar chose not to go after
her lambs.
Thanks to the confirmation
by Fish and Wildlife, Steven
will be compensated for the calf
through the Wildlife Predator
Compensation Program.
The exact amount of compensation will be determined
based on CanFax average cattle
prices for October (when prices
typically improve after summer lows) based on an average
weight of 250 kg.
Fish and Wildlife was unavailable for a comment.

New county report details how tax dollars were spent in 2019
BY BRAD QUARIN
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE
TOWN & COUNTRY NEWS

The County of Grande Prairie
published its first annual report
recently detailing community,
public works and agricultural
initiatives and other projects in
2019.
“The county developed an annual report to outline how municipal tax dollars were invested in
2019,” said Jennifer Kuzemchuk,
county senior communications
advisor.
“The annual report is one of
the ways the county is transparent and open about its programs.”
Reeve Leanne Beaupre hasn’t
given a State of the County address since 2018, but Kuzemchuk
said the report isn’t intended to
replace the address.
The State of the County is an
initiative of the Grande Prairie
Chamber of Commerce.
Kuzemchuk added the State
of the County differs from the
annual report by also including
a vision for the future of the
county.
In 2019 the county had 303
part- and full-time staff
and another 34 casual
employees, as well as
14 temporary staff, 50
seasonal staff and 58 paid
responder firefighters.

The report summarizes community services in 2019, with
a statement by Beaupre reading “the hallmark to any great
community is not just bricks and
mortar, but the quality of life its
citizens enjoy.”
In 2019, council approved
$6.2 million in sport, recreation,
culture, Family and Community
Support Services (FCSS), library

and transportation grants.
“These investments support
the commitment of local citizens
who put these funds to work for
their communities,” Beaupre
said.
Two 2019 grants highlighted
by the report went to South Peace
Centennial Museum and the
Demmitt Cultural Society.
The county awarded a $68,941
grant for a new shop for restoration work at South Peace
Centennial Museum.
The shop was built last July,
according to the museum.
Another $41,900 went to the
Demmitt Cultural Society for the
construction of a new playground.
As well, the report states the
county contributes $200,000
annually to the STARS air ambulance.
Since the Grande Prairie base
opened in 2006, the county
has contributed $1.6 million to

STARS while its crew flew on
more than 600 missions within
the county.
An additional $150,000 went to
upgrading the skating facility at
Valhalla Recreation Centre from
2017 to 2019.
Included in 2019 recreation
and culture grants was $376,130
for the Beaverlodge pool.
Additionally, $252,840 went
to six arenas, $78,820 to seven
curling rinks and $76,500 to 17
community halls, according to
the report.
According to the report, the
county’s early childhood development program saw 158
children enrolled in county playschool programs.
The seven playschools are
located in La Glace, Elmworth,
Valhalla, Clairmont, Whispering
Ridge, Harry Balfour School and
Bezanson.
Moreover, in 2019 the county’s
home support program provided

9,442 hours of home support to
198 households.
In 4,532 client visits, home
support staff traveled 106,409 kilometres, according to the report.
A major community service
launched in December 2018 and
active throughout 2019 was the
County Connector.
Funded under the $640,000
provincial rural transportation
pilot project, the busing program
served 3,105 riders from its
launch to December 2019.
County council voted to discontinue the County Connector
Monday.

A

side from community
services, development
and public works are a
major theme of the report.
Joulia Whittleton, county chief
administrative officer, said the
county granted 2,572 construction permits in 2019 for a value
of $104.7 million.

Of the 2,572, 385 were for
residential buildings, 91 were for
non-residential buildings and 78
were for subdivisions.
The residential construction
value totalled $64.8 million while
the non-residential construction
value was $39.9 million, according to the report.
Whittleton’s statement in the
report touts the county’s efforts
to cut “red tape” for “quicker
turnaround on development
permits.”
Kuzemchuk said one way administration may cut “red tape”
to expedite permits is to possibly
launch development permit application software this year.
“This software will allow residents and businesses to apply for
permits online,” she said.
“They will also be able to view
and download their approvals
from the site, track progress on
applications, pay online (and)
receive updates electronically.”
Public works was busy
throughout 2019, with $39.6 million invested in capital road and
bridge projects and $17.7 million
spent on road maintenance.
Public works upgraded 33 kilometres of roads and sidewalks,
rehabilitated 64 km of ditches,
installed 40 culverts and cleared
201 km of rocks from roadsides.

A

griculture is another
main concern of the
annual report.
In 2019 the agricultural
services department conducted
538 pest and disease inspections
and mowed 8,553 km of county
roadways.
Through the year 29,737 weed
inspections were conducted in the
county, Beaverlodge, Sexsmith,
Wembley and Hythe, with 1,008
weeds identified.
A total of 7,936 km of county
roadways were spot sprayed.

